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PRISONERS REVIEW BOARD � CHAIRPERSON 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman � Attorney General) [9.07 am]: I have the pleasure to inform the house that on 
24 March 2009, the Governor in Executive Council appointed the Honourable Justice Narelle Johnson, a judge 
in the Supreme Court of Western Australia, as the new chairperson of the Prisoners Review Board of WA. By 
virtue of section 42(1)(a) of the Criminal Law (Mentally Impaired Accused) Act 1996, the chair of the PRB is 
also automatically the chair of the Mentally Impaired Accused Review Board. 

Justice Johnson will replace Her Honour Judge Valerie French, who retired from both the PRB and the WA 
District Court on 23 February of this year. Judge French was the first full-time judge to be appointed to chair the 
board, and she performed a difficult job with distinction. I would like also to take this opportunity to pass on this 
chamber�s, and this state�s, thanks to Her Honour for her three years of service chairing the board.  

Like Judge French, Justice Johnson will be appointed for a three-year term. Justice Johnson�s appointment 
follows a series of extensive consultations I undertook with, amongst others, the Solicitor General and the Chief 
Justice. The consensus which arose from these consultations was that Her Honour was an excellent candidate to 
chair these two boards as she has had considerable skill and experience in the area of criminal law. Her Honour�s 
experience in criminal justice matters, where she has been recognised for her robust and practical approach, also 
singles her out as someone well suited to carry the responsibilities her new roles will demand of her. 

Her Honour holds a Bachelor of Jurisprudence with honours, a Bachelor of Law and a Master of Law. She began 
her career with the then Crown Solicitor�s Office as a professional assistant to the Chief Crown Prosecutor. She 
served her articles with that office, and later attained the position of Senior Assistant Crown Counsel. In her time 
with the Crown Solicitor�s Office, Her Honour gained extensive experience across a wide range of legal areas, 
including as a prosecutor in criminal trials and appeals. In 1994 Her Honour left the Crown Solicitor�s Office 
and moved to the bar. There, Her Honour�s focus moved away from the criminal area as she gained experience 
in civil and commercial litigation and appellate advocacy. She also extended her areas of practice to include 
bankruptcy and insolvency, equal opportunity and native title. She has appeared regularly in the District, 
Supreme and Federal Courts and has appeared, on a number of occasions, in the High Court of Australia. 

In 1998 Her Honour was appointed as Queen�s Counsel in recognition of her achievements at the bar. In addition 
to the above achievements, Her Honour has also found the time to teach at tertiary level, appear as counsel in a 
number of inquiries and royal commissions and also hold the position of President of the Equal Opportunity 
Tribunal. Her Honour is a past director of Australian Women Lawyers, a past President of Women Lawyers 
Western Australia and a past member of the Steering Committee on Women at the Bar. During the absence of 
Justice Owen, Her Honour also served as a commissioner of the court in the HIH royal commission. 

Her Honour was appointed a justice of the Supreme Court on 1 August 2003 but, of course, her most recent 
appointment is the one I am speaking about today. I congratulate Her Honour on her appointment to this new 
position, which is of such great importance to WA�s justice system, and I wish her well in the new challenges 
she will face.  
 


